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Anecdote of the late Thomas Hollis, Efq. of Corfcombe, 
in Dorfetfhire, with an Account of his Death. 


[ From the late Rev. Mr. Toplady’s Letters to Mrs. Macaulay.] 


OUR old acquaintance and admirer, Mr. Hollis, has, 

I am told, received fome difguft at Lyme Regis and is 

very feldom there. Lord Chatham, however, ftill profefles to 

affect that romantic fea-port ; though it does not promife to 

yield him (as, if fame fay true, he once hoped it would) a 

fecond Sir William Pynfent; it were pity a fecond fhould ever 

fall to his fhare—Mr. Hollis was not of ftuff to be moulded 
by a Lord. 








Broad-Hembury, ‘fanuary 11, 1774+ 

LAST Saturday, | returned from a fhort excurfion to 
Dorfethhire. Though you can be no ftranger to the lofs, 
which the public have {ultained, in the deceafe of Mr. Hollis; 
yet, it is poflible, you may not have been apprifed of the pars 
ticulars, by an authentic hand, 

That: friend. of the Britifh empire 2nd of mankind was, 
early inthe afternoon of New Year’s Day, ina fieldy at fome 
diftance from his place of refidence at Coricombe, attended by 
only one workman, who was receiving his dire@ions, concern- 
ing a tree which had been lately felled’ ‘Qn a fudden, he put 
one of his fingers tohis forehead; faying, ** Richard, I believe. 
the weather is going to change’: I: am--exteemely giddy.” 
Vout. XXXi. G Thefe 
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Thefe words were fcarce off his lips, when he dropped. He 
fell on his left fide; and being near an hedge, his head was 
received by the fubjacent ditch. The man (I know not, 
whether a carpenter, or a common labourer) iprung to his 
affiftance ; and, raifing him from that fad fituation, admini(- 
tered what little relief he could, The expiring patriot was 
ftill fufficiently himfelf, to fay, “ Lord, have mercy on me ; 
Lord, have mercy cn me; receive my foul :’? Which were the 
laft words he was able to pronounce. His lips moved, after- 
wards; but no found was formed. Ina few feconds more, his 
fpirit was difimprifoned, 

The frighted affiftant loft notime, Leaving the corpfe on 
the grafs, he haftened away, for fuperior help. But in vain. 
The lancet when applied was without effect. 

It feems, that Mr. Hollis always withed, that his death 
might be fudden. Providence was pleafed to grant his requeft. 
Was I qualified to chufe for myfelf, and were it lawful to make 
it a fubje@ of prayer, I would with for the fame indulgence, 
whenever my appointed change may come. It is, think, the 
moft defirable mode of departure, where the perfon is in a ftate 
of grace. How happy, to be furprifed into Heaven ! And, to 
furviving friends, it is but a fingle fhock, once for all. 

At the time of his deceafe, Mr. Hollis was ready booted ; 
intending to ride that day to Lyme Regis. When I was there, 
it was my melancholy lot to occupy the chamber in which he 
always flept, during bis occafional ftay in that town, and which 
had been prepared for his reception, two or three nights before. 
It wasat the Three Cups: An inn, which he purchafed a few 
years ago, 

How black is the ingratitude of human nature! Though 
this valuable man lived entirely to the benefit of others, and 
may be clafled with the moft public-fpirited worthies that ever 
breathed ; yet Lhave feldom known a death fo little regretted 
by the generality. An eminent foreigner was of opinion, that 
“* there is no fuch thing as friendfhipin the world.” Had he 
faid, “ there is not much,” he would have hit the mark, 


“ With fame, in juft proportion, envy grows : 
6 The man, that makes a character, makes foes.” 


Very exalted virtue is often admired: But not often loved. 
What is thercafon? Becaufe, few are truly virtuous, And 
we mult have fome virtue, ourfelves, ere we are capable of 
loving it in others, or of loving others for ite 
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You knew and efteemed Mr. Hollis’s virtues ; nor (which 
is one of the higheft encomiums his memory can receive) was 
he unworthy even of your friendfhip. 

Allow me, Madam, to exprefs my with, that the precious 
blood and the imputed righteoufnefs of the adorable Meffiab, 
who lived and died for ficners, may prefent you, in the hour of 
death, and in the day of judgment, faultlefs and complete be- 
fore the Uncreated Majefty ! But, for the fake of thofe whom, 
in virtue and in knowledge, you fo greatly furpafs; may you 
be long detained from receiving that crown of life, to which 
(I truft) the Sonof God has redeemed you by the atonement 
of his ineftimable death ! 





STATEMENT of the LAWS refpecting GLEANING. 


To the EDITOR. 

SIR, 

A ae has been put whether there be any punifhment 
for gleaning in a field reaped and /Locked. 

Asan anfwer I refer youto twocales; both of which.came 
from the parifh of Tinworth, near Bury, in the county of 
Suffolk. 

The firft was—W oolledge v. Manning, E, 26 G. 3. C. B. 
anno 1786, 

This was an aétion of trefpa(s, for breaking and entering the 
plaintiff’s clofe, &c. and taking corn. 

The defendant juftified—that the faid clofes had been fown 
with wheat, barley, &c. and that he entered after the crop was 
carried, to gather the ftraw, containing ears of corn, remain- 
ing difperfed about the field, being the gleanings of the faid 
crop, for the neceffary fupport of bimy, the defendant. 

To this juftification there was a general demurrer, and 
joinder of demurrer; by which the facts, being admitted, 
fo far as they were fufficiently pleaded, the legal retult upon 
thofe facts was fubmitted to the determination of the Court. 

Judgment: was for the plaintiff. 

‘The queftion was again tried, on an adtion likewife of 
trefpals—Steel v. Houghton* & Ux. Tr. 27 & 28 G. 3. C. Be 
anno 1787-8. And, in the former cafe, it having been objected 
againft the claim, that it had been aflerted in a jatitude which 

G2 would 


* H. Blackfone’s T. Rep. C. P. Vol. I. p. 51—63. 
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would defeat itfelf ; for, that if it exifted, it muft- be limited to 
the poor of the parifh in which the field was fituated ; the de- 
fendants, pleading as before, added to the juftification in this 
cafe, the fact that they were fett/ed parifhioners, and inhabitants 
of Tinworth. 

The firft cafe had been argued, by Mr. Serjeant Wilner, for 
the defendants, 

The fecond was argucd in Eafter term, 1787, by Mr. Ser- 
jeant le Blanc, for the plaintiffs, and Lawrence for the de= 
fendants, 

And in Trinity term, 1787, by Serjeant Bolton, for the 
plaint.ff, and Rooke, for the defendants. » 

And, in Trinity term, 1788, the Judges of the Common 
Pleas delivered their reafons and opinions /eriatim. 

Lord Loughborough, C, J. againft. the claim, and for the 
plaintiff, in which alfo Wilfon and Heath, J. J. concurred ; 
and Gould, for the defendant; in {upport of the claim. 

The claim was confequently determined to be illegal, and 
that the action againft the gleaners was well brought. 

Neither of thefe decifions was removed by any writ of 
error. They, therefore, ftand as legal authority, from which 
there has been no appeal. 

The decifion goes farther than your correfpondent’s quef- 
tion. For that fuppofes the corn, though reaped, to be yet 
remaining in fhocks upon the field; but, on account of the 
inconvenience and danger to property, if gleaners were to 
come in till the crop had been reaped and fhocked, and taken 
off the land, the defendants refled their juftification on the 
entry after the crop was carried, 

And the jadgment of the Common Pleas, in the latter cafe, 
amounts to this ;—that the fettled poor of a patifh are not 
entitled to enter a wheat or barley field after the crop carried 
for the purpofe of gleaning. 

Therefore any gleaning, even of the fmalleft quantity, or 
coming upon land with that intent, without leave of the 
owner, is forbidden, and punifhed by ation of trefpafs, 

And hence it follows, that the owner is juitified in law, to 
require gleaners to quit the field ; and that, if they will not 
quitit, he is juftified in putting them out, ufing no more force 
than is neceflary for that purpofe. And, - of courfe, the law 
difallows any refiftance on their part, to his fo doing $ which, 
if shey fhould unadvifedly be fo rafh as to make, they would 
fubjec? themfelves to an indictment, varying according 3 to the 


circumftances and degree of the refiftance. 
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I do not mean here to.ftate the arguments for or againft the 
claim, farther than to fay, that. thofe by whom it was brought 
forward to difcuffion, apprehending it to -be fupported by the 
opinions of Sir Matthew Hale, Ch. Baron Gilbert, and Sir 
William Blackftone, and ftruck with what-appeared to them 
of the antiquity, extent, and ground: of the ufagey were ace 
cordingly anxious to aflert it. Some of them had read the 
Seafons ; and brought, perhaps from the reading of that admi- 
rable poem, an imagination and feelings the more alive to the 
claim. Moft, orall, had read_or heard fomething of-a very 
ancient venerable book, from which they had derived opinions 
ftrongly on the fide of the ufages. 

The queftion, however, now ftands fettled 5 and it is, but 
juftice to the farmers of the county where it originated, and to 
the poor, to fay, that fince the decifion, the farmers rarely have 
refufed their confent to the poor parifhioners to glean after the 
crop carried; and the poor, when there has beena refufal, and 
they have been informed of the decifion againft the claim, 
have almoft conftantly acquiefced in it with propriety. 

L remain, 
Your’s, with great efteem, 


C. LOFT. 


P. S. If the query meant, whether an indiment of larceny 
would lie for fimply gleaning ; | apprehend it would not. At 
leaft, I think, on trial, the evidence would not fupport the in- 
di&tment. For larceny muft be a taking of the property of 
another without apprehenfion of any legal right to it on the 
partof the taker. A taking under an apprehended, though 
erroneoully apprehended, legal right would be not larceny, and 
could only amount to trefpafs. ‘Taking corn from the theaf 
or fhack is not gleaning, but ftealing,,as has been long fettled, 
And it was with a view of avoiding this ation, and of refting 
the cuftom on what was fuppofed to be the fair and fafe exere 
cife of it, that in the pleadings, which were drawn by the late 
very eminent Mr. Bowyer, the cuftom was laid as above 
ftated, to glean after the crop carried, 





fm ANECDOTE. 


Few weeks fince, about 140 French officers, who had 
been on their parole, were condudcd to Stapleton pri‘on, 
neat Briftol, in confequence of orders from government; 
among 
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among them was M. Bugeret, late Captain of La Virginic, a 
large French frigate taken in April, 1796, by Sir Edward 
Pellew, after a fevere well fought a@ion on both fides, to 
whole gallantry Sir Edward, in his difpatches to the Admiraity, 
bore ample teftimony. As foon as Sit Edward heard of 
M. Bugeret’s confinement, he wrote to the mafter of the Bufh 
‘Tavern, and defired he would wait on the French officer, 
deliver a letter which he inclofed, and in his name to fupply 
him with 100). and any other comfort or accommodation he 
could conveniently afford him. He accordingly repaired to 
the prifon'with the money. Captain Bugeret exprefled him- 
felf infinitely grateful for the attention and kindne(s of Sir 
Edward, but declined the money, of which he was in no want. 





GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
For DECEMBER, 1797. 


FRANCE, 
< i Republic of France ftill menaces Britifh Monarchy, 


not, if we give credit to its infidious declarations, the 
people, with threats and preparations for a defcent on fome 
part or parts of Great Britain, or Ireland. The real objeé 
of thefe is a fubjeét of doubt and various conjeCture. In the 
opinion of fome, it is nothing elfe than to over-awe the French 
nation, and by occupations and hope to divert and manage 
the army, to whom the Directory cannot pay the forty millions 
fterling, which they have promifed : Others think, that it is 
the wafte and ruin of the Englifh funds, and the difcontents 
and infurre@ions to be expected from the neceffity of deeper 
incifions into the comforts, and even vitals of the people: 
Anda third party, that the oftenfible objec of the preparations 
in queftion is the real one, juft as in the cafe of the intended 
invafion of Ireland. It is evident, that the firft two of thefe 
theories, or fuppofitions, are not incompatible. But men do 
not commonly act from a complexity. of motives; bet from 
one view or defign, and under the impulfe of one particular 
paflion, which, for the time, predominates. If, therefore, the 
preparations. are only ‘affected. for fome defign not avowed, it 
is probable, that the real purpofe of the DireCory is, to have 
a popular pretext for keeping on foot an irrefittible army; this 
object being more immediately and intimately connected with 
the perfonal interefts and views of the Directors, than even 

6 the 


< pmomee: 


+ OTRPSONR eee 


Se NERS 














Ba eo 


i 


Two Ss. @& 


pe 


——— 


< peewee 


+ “OTTERS on 


an 


THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 47 


the diftrefs and difcontents of England. But, for our parts, 
we are very far from being certain, that the oftenfible, in the 
prefent cafe, is not, or will not, in the end, turn out to be the 
real object; for, whatever the private views of the Directors, 
and their party, whole firft with, no doubt, it is; to prolong 
their own power, at prefent, the fpirit of adventure and plun- 
der once excited may not be eafily laid; Or is it certain, that 
French invention, directed with energetic ardour to one ob- 
jet, may not contrive fome means of eluding our fleets, and 
landing troops on our coatts ? for though they have not a 
navy, they have, or may foon procure, abundance of floating 
timber: Yet they would have many difficulties and dangers 
to encounter ; and we do not entertain the leaft apprehention 
that their expedition would be fuccefsful. 


SPAIN and PORTUGAL, 
The Spaniards are not in their hearts hottile to the Englith ; 
but they feem to be in the ftate of the natural man, defcribed 
in the New Teftament, “ who cannot do the things he 
would.”” The Portugueze, who, very naturaliy, temporized 
for a while, have been obliged to purchafe peace with the ree 
public at a dear rate. 
ft & bY 
It was long a queftion, and perhaps with fome itis ftilla 
queftion, whether Buonaparte haveidt not in view to fet up for 
timfelf, and eftablith his power in Italy. It once feemed pra- 
bable to us, that fuch was his intention 3 but we are now fa- 
tisfied, that he is a€tuated by a loftier ambition, that of pre- 
fcribing forms of government, and difpofing the affairs of all 
nations. The Cifalpine and Ligurian Republics, completely 
organized, have received a pledge of their political indepen- 
dence, in a patriotic and paternal addrefs from Buonaparte, and 
in the withdrawing of the greater part of the French troops 
from their territories. “The good faith, the virtues of this 
man, are perhaps more formidable than his military talents. 
This extraordinary man, while it feemed neceilary to crufh 
what he conceived to be the vigorous remains of arbitrary 
power, appeared, at the head of the pikemen of Paris, among 
the moft zealous of the democrats, and feemed not to be fo 
eagerto build up, as to deftroy. Now that there feems to be 
greater danger to folid and pesmanent liberty from the licen- 
tioufnefs ot anarchy, than from prepoileffions in favour of 
ancient authorities and cuftoms, he is an advocate and patron 
of weilereguiated freedom, and even of religion. In the 
congre{s 
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congrefs’ to be held at Raftadt, it is faid, he means to take 
ground for the eftablifhment and diffufion of his political 
theory, and the general tranquillity of Europe, on the princi 
ples of a regard to property and public credit, and the general 
rights of mankind; which theory he means to fupport by 
arms. Is there no way of obtaining accels to the miad of 
Buonaparte, and endeavouring, in concert with him, to regus 
late the peace of Europe ? The mind of Buonaparte is not 
to be practifed on by the vulgar arts of courtiers, but he is 
abundantly fenfible to the love of glory. 

The Emperor bas given orders for the conftru@tion of a 
fleet on his newly-acquired coaft; which fleet will one day 
be combined.in the Mediterranean with that of England, 
Meanwhile the trade and naval power of Venice are held in 
check bythe French, who, in great and ftill increafing force, 
have taken poft in Corfu, Zante, and Cephalonia. 

How do the Turks like this? Is it the obje& of the war- 
rior-legiflator to propagate in Greece his political fyitem, in 
the way in which Mohammed propagated his religion? Or 
does he intend to revive a project entertained by Vergennes, 
of obtaining afettlement for the French in Egypt, and draws 
ing this way the trade of India ? 


GERMAN Y. 

Every eye is turned to the congrefs to be held at Raftade. 
Why hasit been fo long delayed ? Will the Northern Powers 
be permitted to fend deputies, either in the character of Princes 
of the Empire, or guarantees of the peace of Weftphalia, 
and that of Tefchen ? 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


The bill for a triple affefflment of taxes has undergone 
great modifications, by.which it is rendered confiderably lefs 
odious and oppreffive. It is aflerted, and it is very credible, 
that the Minifter exprefied the greateft aftonifhment at the 
reports made by the tax- gatherers, of the poverty of fo great 
a number of houfeholders. _Minifters and Kings are feldom 
approached by others than flatterers, or, at beft, aflentators : 
To differ in opinion, is not. the way to obtain their tavour; 
much lefs is it the road to favour, 'to utter cifagreeable truths. 
Ir is alfo faid, and it is very.credible, that Mr. Pitt believes, 
or rather perhaps until lately, believed himfelf, as was afferted 
bya Mr. Ellifon in ‘the Houfe of Commons, to poficis the 
confidence, gratitude, and love of more than nineteen out of 
9 twenty 
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twenty parts of the inhabitants of this ifland! But in truth, 
the fituation be has to fill is moft arduous—and the fituation 
of Britain mott dangerous !—The people would be lefs averfe 
to the payment of the heavy taxes now impofed on them, were 
they thoroughly convinced that the money was expended fru-' 
gally, and carefully appropriated to the purpofes for which it 
was voted, 

The French Dire&tory have pointed the rage and refent- 
ment of all parties in France, to find a common centre of 
conciliation and intereft, in the overthrow of our government. 
The union of all parties here would be the fureft, if not the 
only mean, of defeating their projet. We hope this una- 
nimity will be found, and that there will be but one opinion 
and one conduét, namely, to join in effetually repelling any 
attempt at invafion. 








4n EXTRAORDINARY STORY. 
{From Letters of Madame du Montier. ] 


N the country, laf year, fays Madame du Montier, I was in 
company with a good friar, eighty years of age, from 
whom I had the following ftory : 

About forty years ago he was fent for to a highwayman to 
prepare him for death. ‘They fhut him up ina fmall chapel 
with the malefa&to;, and while he was making every effort to 
excite him to repentance, he perceived the man was «bforbed 
in thought, and hardly attended to his difcourfe. “ My dear 
friend,” faid he, “ do you reflect that in afew hours you mutt 
appear before your Almighty Judge; what can divert your 
attention from an affair of fuch importance ?”—** True, 
father,” returned the malefactor, but I cannot diveft myfelf 
of anidea that you have itin your power to fave my life.” — 
“ How can I poffibly effect that ?” rejoined the friar; and 
even fuppofing [ could, fhould I venture to do it, and thereby 
give you an opportunity of accumulating your crime ?” “ If 
that be all that prevents you,” replied the malefactor, “ you 
may rely on my word; 1 have behcld the rack too near, to 
again expofe mfelf to its torments,” 

The friar a€ted as you and I fhould have done in a fimilar 
fituation, he yielded tothe impulfe cf compaffion, and it only 
remained to contrive the means of his efcape. The chapel 
where they were was lighted by one {mall window near the tap, 
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fifteen feet from the ground. ‘ You have only,” faid the 
criminal, to fet your chair on thealtar, which we can remove 
to the foot of the wall, and if you will get upon it, I can reach 
the top with the help of your fhoulders.” The friar confented 
to this manoeuvre, and having replaced the altar which was 
portable, he feated himfelf quietly in his chair. 

About three hours after, the executioner, who began to 
grow impatient, knocked at the door, and afked the friar what 
was become of the criminal, “ He muft have been an 
angel,” replied be, coolly, * for by the faith of a prieft, he 
went out through that window.” ‘The executioner, who 
found himfelf a Jofer by this account, inquired if he was 
laughing at him, and ran to inform the judges, They repaired 
tothe chapel where our good man was fitting, who, pointing 
to the window, aflured them, upon his confcience, that the 
malefaCtor flew out at it ; and that, fuppofing him anangel, he 
was going to recommend himielf to his prote@tion; that more- 
over if he was a criminal, which he could not fufpe& after 
what he had feen, he was not obliged to be his guardian. The 
magiftrates could not preferve their gravity at this good man’s 
Jang froid, and alter withing 2 pleafant journey to the culprit, 
went away. 

Twenty years after, this friar travelling over the Ardennes, 
loft his way, juit as the day was clofing ; a kind of peafant 
accofled him, and, after examining him very attentively, 
afked him whither be was going, 2nd told him the road he was 
travelling was a very dangerous one; * If yeu will follow me,” 
headded, ** I will conduct you to a farmat no great diftance, 
where you may pafs the night in fafety.” The friar was much 
embarrafled; the curiofity vilible in the man’s countenance 
excited his fufpicions, but confidering that if he had a bad 
defign toward him, it was impoffible to efcape, he followed him 
with trembling fteps. His fear was not of long duration, he 
perceived the farm which the peafant had mentioned, aid as 
they entered, the man, who was the proprietor of it, told his 
wife to kill a capon, with fome of the fineft chickens in the 
poultry yard, and to welcome his gueft with the beft cheer. 

While fupper was preparing, the countryman re-entered, 
foliowed by eight childzen, whom he thus addrefled; ** My 

children, pour forth your giatcful thanks to this good friar 5 
had it not been for him, you would not have been here, nor 
Jeither ; hefaved my life.” The friar infantly recolleAed 
the features of the fpeaker, and secognifed the thief, whofe 
elcape 
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efcape he had favoured. The whole family loaded him with 
carefles and kindnefs ; and when he was alone with the man, 
he inquired how he came to be fo well providedfor. “ I kept 
my word with you,” faid the thief, and refolving to lead a 
good life in future, I begged my way hither, which is my native 
country, and engaged in the fervice of the mafter of this farm; 
gaining his favour by my fidelity and attachment to his inte- 
reft, he gave me his only daughter in marriage. God has 
bleffed my endeavours; I have amaffed a little wealth, and 
I beg you will difpofe of me and all that belongs to me: 
I fhall now die content, fince 1 have feen and been able to 
teftify my gratitude toward my deliverer. 

The friar told him he was well repaid for the fervice he had 
rendered him, by the ufe to which he devoted the life he had 
preferved. He would not accepr of any thing as a recome 
pence, but could not refufe to ftay fome days with the countrys 
man, who treated him like a prince. This good man then 
obliged him to make ufe at leaf of one of his horfes to finith 
his journey, and never quitted him till he had traverfed the 
dangerous roads that abound in thofe parts. 





On POLITENESS&%. 
By M. Ductos, 
ANKIND are fo much indebted to each other, that they 


owe mutual attention; they owe each other a poiitenefs 
worthy of themfelves, worthy of thinking beings, and varied 
according to the different {entiments that fhould diate it. 

The politenefs of the great therefore fhould be that of hu- 
manity ; and that of inferiors gratitude, if the great deferve 
it; that of equals efteem and mutual fervices; far from 
endeavouring to encourage incivility; it is much to be 
wifhed, that the politenefs arifing from foftnefs of manners 
fhould be added to that which proceeds from goodnefs of 
heart, 

The moft pernicious effe& of the common politenefs of the 
world is, that it teaches us to do without thofe virtues which it 
imitates. Were we but taught by our education to be humane 
and benevolent, we fhould either poffefs politenefs, or could do 
very well without it. 

We fhould not perhaps have that politenefs which announces 
itfelf by the graces, but we fhould have that which announces 
H 2 the 
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the honeft man and the man of hononr. We fhould then 
have no occafion to have recourfe to mere appearances. 

Inftead of being artificial to pleafe, it- would then be fuf- 
ficient that we were good men; initead of being diflemblers 
to flatter the weaknefs of others, it would be enough for us 
only to be indulgent to them. 

‘Thofe to whom we behaved in this manner would neither 
be rendered infolent nor corrupted by it; they would only be 
grateful and become better. 





\ 


Narrative of the Particulars of the late Embaffy of Lord 


Macartney to China. 
(Continued from Page 36.) 


ALLAO, fo called by its inhabitants, but by Europeans 

Campello, is oppofite to the mouth of a large river on 
the coaft of Cochin-China, about eight miles to the ealtward ; 
on the banks of which ttands the town of Fai-fod, a place 
wel] known, at no great diftance from the harbour of Turon, 
The bearing of the higheft peak of Callao, from this har- 
bour, is about fouth-eaft, diftant thirty miles. The extreme 
points of the ifland lie in fifteen degrees fifty-three minutes, 
and fifteen degrees fifty feven minutes north latitude; the 
greateft length is from north-weft to fouth-catt, and is about 
five miles, and its mean breadth two miles, 

The fouth-weft coaft is the only inhabited part of the 
ifland. Thelower grounds contain about two hundred acres 
of good fertile land, diverfified with temples, houfes, thrub- 
beries, and trees of various kinds; and a ftream of pure 
water ifluing from the mountains, is directed through fluices 
along the ridges of the vale, to refrefh the rice grounds in 
dry feafons, 

The number of houfes upon the iflind was about fixty, of 
which thitty were in the principal village, chiefly built of 
wood, a few, however, of ftone, covered with tiles ; and the 
appearance of the whole was clean and decent. Behind 
every houle, not immediately in the village, were growing in 
a ftate of exuberance, fugar canes, tobacco, and various kinds 
of vegetables, 

Exclufive of the principal bay there were feven fandy ins 
lets, and at the back of thefe finall parcels of level ground, 
‘Thefe entrances formed tolerable landing for boats; but fteep 
and 
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and rugged rocks, which feparated them from each other, ren« 
dered any communication between them difficult, if not ime 
practicable ; fo that very flight works would be fufficient to 
defend the ifland. The water in the bay was deep enough for 
fhips of the heavieft burden, and they were perfedily theltered 
from every wind, except the fouth-eaft, to which quarter it 
was immediately open. 

The diftance betwixt this and China is very fhort ; a paf- 
fage with a fair monfoon was made in four or five days. If, 
therefore, the impediments and reftriions which impede a 
freer intercourfe with China could be removed, a fettlement at 
Cochin-China would be of as much advantage to Great Bri- 
tain as to any European nation; becaufe, independent of this 
new channel for the confumption of its own manufactures, it 
would fecure tothe Britifh fettlements of Hindoftan an ime 
portant demand for their productions, 

Preparations were now making by the fquadron for their 
departure. They had been about fourteen days in Turor 
harbour, and the monfvon having fet in favourably promifed a 
guick paflage to the coaft of Chinas The invalids who had 
been on fhore the whole time, were returned on beard in bete 
er health, and the dhip was free from every kind of contagion. 

The paiicngers and crew had to regret the deceafe of a 
worthy man, Mr. Tc thill, curfer of the Lion; and nearly 
about the fame time, much temporary uneafinefs was created 
for the fate of Mr. Jackfon, the mafter, as well as for a boat’s 
crew. Hehad gone in one of the (hip’s boats to take the 
foundings and bearings of the eaftern fhore, on the peniofula 
of Turon, and was expected to return the fame night. All 
the next day elapfed without any tidings of -him, and of courfe 
his friends were alarmed for his fafety, recolleing the pere 
fidioufnefs and cruelties exercifed again flrangers upon the 
coaft. The rumour which had been {pread that he, the boat’s 
crew, and the boat, had been feized and detained, was foon 
confirmed by a mandarine, who acknowledged that foine fo- 
reigners had been taken up for attempting to penetrate in the 
night time one of the rivers in a fulpicious, if not in an un 
warrantable manner. 

This was a very unpleafant circumflance, as it was poffible 
that a tedious difcuffion with the acting government might 
arife from the fubject, which in its confequences might in 
fome refpe(is impede the bufincls of the embafly. The Eme 
bafflador, however, claimed tiem, and a promife was given 
that they, their boat, and cficAs, dhould all be reffered, A tew 
day 
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days after they did return, but in their captivity they had fuf- 
fered much fatigue and many indignities from the people, in- 
dependent of the cruelties exercifed over them by the inferior 
Officers. 

This incident furnifhed Mr. Jackfon with an opportunity 
of making fome pertinent remarks on that part of the country 
through which he was marched. He ftated that, intending 
to take afurvey of the eaftern coaft of the peninfula, he kept 
along fhore till he reached the ifthmus’ point, when the fea- 
breeze fetin. He then ftood towards the entrance of Fai-foo 
river ; and being ailured that it was a branch of another 
river of which another branch, at a fhort diftance, fell into 
the harbour of Turon, he thought of returning that way to 
the fhip. After proceeding twenty miles in various direc 
tions, about eight at night he found himfelf before a large 
town on the bank of a river, Having remained there about 
two hours, he was beckoned on fhore by two armed galleys ; 
but he had no fooner landed than he was feized by fourteen 
men, and taken to a houfe in the town, where he and the reft 
remained prifoners all night. The next morning they were 
all removed from thence, handcuffed, to a fort at a fhort dif- 
tance from the town, and treated with much inhumanity till 
the arrival of a perfon of authority, who, apparently, was 
greatly difpleafed at their behaviour. They were afterwards 
marched for two days through the country, fcoffed by their 
conduétors, and derided by the populace, till at length, being 
efcorted to their boat, they got on board and fteered for Turon 
harbour, 

In marching through the country to the fouth-weft of Tu- 
ron, Mr, Jackfon obferved it was level and fertile. He faw 
many rivers and canals full of boats of various fizes. They 
lay before a town three quarters of a mile long, (diftant from 
the fea twelve miles) whofe houfes were built with red brick. 
They paffed through two other large towns; in one, the 
market was ftored with rice, yams, {weet potatocs, greens, 
pumpkins, melons, fugar (in wide circular cafks, at three 
halfpence a pound), fugar canes, poultry, and hogs. Stalls 
were ereéted in the market, built with bamboo, for the fale of 
cloths and other articles. The country feemed exceedingly 
populous, and both men and women very induftrious. 

Narrow paths, in cultivated grounds, ferved as diftinG&ions 
of landed property, for they had no fences whatever. The 
land was ploughed by a couple of buffaloes, and. the plough 
#ppeared to be all cf wood. Children were employed ia 

9 picking 


SEEDERS 














THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 55 


picking cotton from the pod, and women in {pinning and 
weaving it. The horfes he faw were fmall but mettlcfome. 
They had many goats, and there were fome mules and afles. 
The civil officers treated the people like tyrants, the foldiers 
like brutes ; both kept them under great fubjeftion, Their 
arms confifted of {pears, long pikes, and cutlafles. He faw 
no cannon, but feveral wall-pieces with bell-like muzzles. 
There were no carriages of any kind; neither, indeed, were 
the paths made wide enough to admit them. 

Since Tung quin had fubmitted to the arms of the late 
ufurper, the whole of the Cochin-Chinefe territories occupied 
the {pace between the twelfth degree of northern latitude, and 
the Tropic of Cancer, and its breadth not quite two degrees 
of longitude. Thefe domains are bounded to the weftward 
by acordon of mountains, which lie contiguous to the king- 
doms of Laos, Siam, and Cambodia; Cochin-China and 
Tong-quin are wafhed by the fea to the eaftward; this has 
the Chinefe province of Yunman to the northward 5 and chat 
Tflompa to the fouthward. The whole comprifes about 
ninety-five thoufand {quare miles. 

Notice was given to the officers of the Cochin-Chinefe go- 
vernment that the {quadron was about to quit its prefent tia- 
tion. This was an{wered by a meflaze of compliment froin 
the reigning Prince, attended by a fecond prefent of rice and 

ther provifions. ‘Ihe Embaflador replied with appropriate 
civility and thanks, and fignified his intention of returning to 
Cochin- China, if practicable, afier he fhould have vifited the 
Court of Pekin. ‘The f{quadron then weighed anchor, and 
failed from Turon on the 16th of June, 1793 

For the firft three days after their departure, they met with 
currents which fet in various direQions, arifing from different 
caufes ; and onthe 20th of June the thips ditcovered a high, 
acuminated ifland, called by Europeans the Grand Ladrone. 
Near it was another, lefs lofty, bu: mere level upon its top 5 
and the fame day the main land of China came in fight, bear 
ing north-north-eaft, 

On the 21ft of June the fquadron anchored in twelve fa- 
thoms water, under the lee of Chook-tchoo, another of the 
Ladrones ; which place bore fouth by weft, diftant three 
miles, and the Grand Ladrone wett-fouth-weft three leagues, 
The latitude of the Grand Ladrone was found to be twenty- 
one degrees nfty-two minutes north, and the longitude a hun 
dred and thirteen degrees thirty-fix minutes eaft; the latitude 
of Chook-tchoo twenty-one degrees fifty-five minutes north ; 
longitude 
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longitude a hundred and thirteen degrees forty-four minutes 
eaft. The above longitudes, which were afcertained from 
correct data, and accurate calculations, are a few miles lefs 
eafterly than what they have been fuppofed to lie in. 

The rocks adjoining the fea, which border the ifland, are of 
a dark brown colour, and much honeycomoed, by reafon of 
the adiion of the falt water. They are component mafles of 
cl ay, a {mall proportion of calx of iron, and a confiderable one 
of flinty earth,and of mica, a genus of the talc; and the foil 
upon the furface of the ifland feemed to partake of their come 
bined properties. Some fprings are found upon thefe iflands, 
whofe water is neither brackith nor chalybeate. 

The iquadron being now on the borders of China, the Em- 
baflador gave diredtions for the Jackall and Clarence brigs to 
proceed to Macao, on the bufinefs of the Embafly. On this 
occafion, two Chinele, brought from Europe, who during the 
paflage had affociated with the interpreters, wilhed to embrace 
that opportunity of returning to their native land, and accore 
dingly folicited his Exceilency’s permifion. ‘The conduct of 
both had been exemplary during the paflage; and one of 
them, an adept in the Chinefe characters, had occafionally af- 
fifted the interpreters in the way of their profeffion. Before 
his departure his Excellency prefled him often to accept of 
money and prefents, asa compenfation for his trouble ; but he 
was inflexible in his refufals,;—declaring at the fame time his 
perfe&t efteem for the Enghith nation ; and that gratitude for 
the civilities which had been fhewn him, would compel him, 
when in China, to do juftice to its character to the extent of 
his influence. One of the interpreters was alfo defirous of 
retiring from the fervice of the embafly, through fear of being 
detected, and punifhed conformable to the laws of his country, 
for leaving it without licence, and for accepting an employ- 

ent froma foreigner. The cafe of the other interpreter 
was exactly fimilar, but he had lefs apprehenfions and more 
fortitude, and was determined at all events to fulfil his engage- 
ment. ‘To prevent deteCtion, he was dreffed in an Englith 
military uniform, with {word and cockade; and though a na- 
tive of Tartary, fubject to China, his features were not fo 
trongly marked as to betray his country, and he anglicifed his 
hame asan additional precaution. 

The other three Chinefe embarked for Macao, with the 
perfons ordered thither by the Embaflador on the bufinefs 
before mentioned, 

(To be continued.) 
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For the Wreekty ENTERTAINER. 
4 SPECIMEN of ORTHOGRAPHY. 


SIR, 


Hasitaken great leabarty of fending to you Buti hope you 
will not be affended in my Se doing I has calld on you 
twice and you was Not at home to beg the favour of your 
Bufnefis Has. i ham the neareft Officer to you only Two 
miles and i fall be happy to wait on you At the fhorteft 
notice aney time i does all the Attorneys Bufnefs in this neigh= 
ad, and i make it My Study co Execute the Bufnefs has well 
has Aney perfon fhal! wich i have the honour to Say i has for 
the time i has bcenin the Bufnefs Gave great fatfaQion to my 
Mafters and defents [this word is fuppofed to mean defendants] 
Likewifle which i hope if you has any thing to Execute you 
will ablidge 
Your Humble Sert 
sen #4888* Sheriff Officer 


December 24,1797 





Anfwer, by W. Davis, Schoolmafter, of Crowan, to H. Lake's 
Que/ftion, inferted September 11. 


UT p= the principal, r=103, r=0,05, and t=the time. 
Then prt.= the amount in t years, at compoand intereft, 

and p-+prt=that at fimple intereft, Therefore, by the quef- 
tion, prt = p+prt, or rt=1-+rt, or by logarithms, t X log. 





r=log. 1+1rt. By a few trials.it appears that t is between 
32and 33. Hence, by working a few {uppofitions by the rule 
of falfe pofition, we find t= 32,9 years. 

t§t We have received the like anfwer from J. B. Chivers, 
of St. Auftell; and W. Truman, of Exeter. 





Anfwer, by W. Harris, Funior, of Exeter; to R. T.’s Charade, 
inferted November 6. 


ROUD France with Holland did combine, 
And join’d by haughty ‘Spain, 
With noble Britons dar’d ditpute 
The empire of the main. 


Vor. XXXI. I But 
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But Howe the pride of France brought low; 
Next Jervis beat the Dons ; 

And DUNCAN ’s prov’d to bafe Mynheer’s 
Britons are Neptune’s fons. 


+{+ We have received the like anfwer from W. Hoare, 
and. J. Gidley, of Dean Prior; W. and T. Maddick, of Rat- 
tery; Walter Bickham, junior, of Athburton; Lapidarius, of 
Staverton; Neddy, of Honiton; Oedipus, of Yeovil; J. G. 
of Cornwall ;: T. Whicker, of Exeter; J. D. of Sydlings 
R. Taylor, of Cargreen; G. Hazel, of Barnftaple; and 
T. Stick, of St. Donnes, 





Jn ENIGMA, by W. Hoare, of Dean Prior, 


ERMIT a reputable friend, 
With your’s ingenious youths to blend, 
his rude, unpolifh’d lay; 
For me each keen, poetic bard 
Has a particular regard, 
Which you. will not gainfay. 


Tho’ Milton difregarded rhyme, 

His ftyle is nervous and fublime, 
And elegantly chafte ; 

Yet if he had neglected me, 

He would have met with obloquy 
From men of wit and tafte. 


I'ma critérion for mankind; 
Lam you oftentimes do find 
Confid’rably curtail’d, 
By fome who cheat folks of their due, 
Tho’ lava ftandard juft and true, 
By which they ought to deal. 


Muficians.muft attend to me, 
Or clfe the noble harmony 
Of founds would quickly ceafe ; 
Ye bards with elegance pourtray, 
The fubje& matter of my lay, 
Your fame you will increafe, 





Seen meres =~ 
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For the Weexty ENTERTAINER. 
Orn READING THOMSON’s SEASONS. 


MMORTAL POET! thy infpiring themes, 
Of Seasons asthey roll, fubfervient on 
To nature’s voice, and Heav'n’s all-rualing will, 

Have fix’d a facred bias on my foul, 

And tun’d her fong to natare’s Sov’reiga Lord. 

In multitude of thought, amazing all, 

She fhakes the fhackles of mortality 

Away, and freed, difdaining earth, above 
Yon.eagle foaring to the fun, embolden’d 

Takes her flight aloft, to where one feafon 

Only reigns, and where one God for ever dwells— 
Whofe awful hand the changing courfe diretts, 
And thee infpi,’d to fing the wond’rous round, 


When rofy Spring o’er deck’d with green difplays 
Her pride, and covers nature with her flowery 
Robe; when hill and valley, by the tuneful 
Choir, the mornings and the evenings hail ; 
When youthful botoms feel the joy of love’s 
Increafing flame, which makes life happy, 
Renders blifs fecure—thy cveh-tiantet te08 
lasfweet expre{s’d the foul-reviving {cene. 


Nor lefs when Summer’s funs arife, beftow 

‘The kindly warmth, and for the wants of men 
Abundant ripens, o’er the diftant plains, 

‘Ihe yellow harvelt {waying in the gale. 

When clouds of darknefs gatheriag in the tky, 
Revolving, low’ring, and in fullen gloom, 
Betoken near the awful, dreaded ttorm, 

With fteady growling, and the paler flath, 
Commencing diltant from the eaftern tky, 

Where cloud on cloud hangs dark with horror full, 
Soft rolling— till o’er head the growling furge 
With {welling rage and congregated roar, 

Sweeps the wide plain, and itrikes the harmlefs flock. 
The lightnings fierce emit their tulph’ry fre 

On ev’ry fide, alighting ether wit 

‘jt’ >" ° . : a 

Th’ electric flame, till ina torrent pour’d 

The rain defcends, and quells the mighty ftorm— 
Which in his way the Juckleis traveller 
Seizes, whilit he alarm’d ttinds mufing fill, 
Amaz’d, and finit by the impending dread. 


And 
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And too when golden fruits, and harveft ripe, 
Tempt hardy labourers to the fmiling field, 

To fave the precious crop, and homeward bear 
The {poil, well ftor'd in barns for winter poor. 


Nor lefs thy beauteous fong deferves my praile, 
When Winter’s blaits come rufhing from the north, 
And darken’d clouds fly thro’ the cheerlefs day ; 
Whilft fearce a ray the fhort-feen fun emits, 

But froft fevere in chains hard binds the earth. 
Wide o’er the diimal f{cene, in num’rous flakes, j 
The fnow defcending, clothes in perfect white : * 
Around, nor {fearce the riv’let’s rolling maze i 
Is feen, bury’d beneath the glift’ning robe 

Of {potlefs beauty, {fparkling to the fkies. 

Tis perfe&t white! fave where the lofty top 

Of fome proud tree, fthook by the rufhing winds, 

Configns its whitenefs falling to the ground 

In lefier fhowers. The fcene revolving thus 

Brings cheerlefs Winter in to clofe the whole. 

And foon the tramp of Heav’n thail found aloud 

To wake men fleeping in the caves of death. i 
Perch’d from his orb, the fun fhall quit the fky, 

And earth’s whole fabric to a cinder burn. 

Mean while, new feafons from the ruins rile, 

Whofe wintry ftorms no more fhall find their way ; i 

But {pring eternal crowas the myttic fcene, 








And {uns arife to gild the weft no more. ~ 
Varied thro’ all with energy divine, + 

A facred grandeur moves, fenfations i 
Pure in every line, exprefs throughout ¥ 
The poet’s grandeur, and his Maker’s praife. w 
But how fhall I, whofe lowly mufe, at 
Alike to fortune and to fame unknown, di 

Attempt to fing thy piaife? Mute is my ftrain, 
Lifelefs and void if once compar’d with thine: 

And once decided, into filence finks, g' 
Then filent, let me meditate thy praife! N 
ORMOND. as 
cant to 
. a 
DESCRIPTION of an ASSIZE TOWN. T 
Pompous Sheriff, drefs’d exceeding fine, al 
With awkward javel-men, a double line, m 

"wo Judges eager for the hour to dine. 
A groupe of Counfel whom one always fees : x 
With fpruce tie-wigs, and bands, /aas brief, aus fees: * is 
Attornies anxious to create difpute, j v 
And ever withing for a Chancery-tuit : cl 
Raw country girls, not much averfe to pleafe j b. 


‘Thofe lucky Counfel, who have touch’d tome fees 3 
Juries, who find for plaintiff, or defendant, 
ofl as their ftomachs fec!, to make an end on’t. 
(he town all uproar, riot, noife, and pother, 
And drunken witneffes one upon t’other. 


